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Dear Family and Friends

I would like to express my thanks and appreciation for any help
you have given me toward the writing of this story. One piece of advice
that really spoke to me was that I should not so much try to share what
I have done, but rather emphasize what God has done for me and us as
a family. Our prayer is that this story, in spite of all our weaknesses and

failures, will glorify God and be a blessing to many.
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Service Heritage for People with Special Needs

By Otto Dirks (with help from Doris Rempel Dirks)

the late 1960’s my wife, Elaine,
I and I felt God’s call to go to
Taiwan as missionaries. We arrived as
a young family, having one little son,
Randy. With joy and hard work we got
involved in various avenues of ministry
in Taichung. Besides learning the
language, we also got involved in Bible
studies in the various churches. It really

filled our lives.

Within two years another little boy,
Steven, was born to us and we loved him.
But what a disappointment when we
found out that he was a Down Syndrome
child. We were just beginning our family
and how would we look after a mentally
challenged child and still do the work to

which we thought God was calling us?
We decided not to give birth to any more
children, when we were introduce to a
beautiful baby girl, Paula, that someone
had dropped off at the Christian Hospital.
We adopted her only to find out later that
she was both physically and mentally
challenged. What was God expecting of

us? We were so discouraged!

After 5 years of ministry in Taichung
we returned to Canada for our furlough.
This was a time of wrestling with God.
Then we decided to receive training
for working with mentally challenged
children and we prepared to return to

Taiwan.



On our return, we were sent to Hualien.
Here God sent us a tremendous helper
in Miss Melva Lehman, who had training
and experience in that field. While Otto
was busy with church planting, Elaine
and Melva not only worked with our
children but also trained other workers.
In the process we learned that God had
given us these two children in order to
help many other mentally challenged
children and to lay the ground work for

the New Dawn Centre.

Miss Lehman showed us that these
children could be taught in various skills.
Besides Elaine and Melva Lehman
there were also five young ladies from
the Philippines who came to help in
this work with amazing success. It was
a pleasure to see how many others in
Taiwan also picked up the ministry to
various mentally challenged children
and adults. Within the 5 years that we
lived in Hualien, the size of our little
group grew from our two children to
28. That service did not stop there. We
were so pleased to hear that after our
return to Canada, Mr. Chen became the
new director of New Dawn and built up
the school to include over 100 children
and the school continued to grow. The
beautiful building, that was built, really

opened the door to further ministry.

At our last visit to Taiwan, in 2007,
Mr. Chen showed us the piece of land
out in the country that he thought could
provide a place where these children
could go for outings and relaxation. It
seems that this dream has actually come
to pass. From the pictures we have seen,
the children from New Dawn are now
also involved in various agricultural
activities. Children love animals and
raising chickens and bees is a great
experience for them. They probably also

enjoy the eggs and honey.

We have also noticed here in Canada,
that both Steven and Paula loved to be
productive. Paula enjoyed painting and
we have one of her prize paintings in our
living room. She also enjoyed horse-back
riding and travelling. She was an active

girl until her death in November 2012.
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Steven also attends a place like
the New Dawn Centre. From there he
goes to various places where he can
actively take part in sorting and doing
a variety of little jobs as well as playing
sports such a bowling & hockey. It
gives him so much pleasure. One of
the jobs he often does is to load up or
unload a big truck for the Thrift Shop
on Tuesday. He also enjoys being
involved in plays. This Christmas
he played the role of Joseph in the
Nativity scene and then also was the
Santa Claus at the end of the event.
He was so happy! We are thankful for
the people who work with him.

We live on the 10th floor of a 17
story building with a swimming pool
in the basement. Steven loves to walk
the halls and stairs to the highest spot
and loves to visit with various people.

He also enjoys to go swimming.

Steven and Paula have been an
inspiration in our family and also in
the development of the New Dawn
Centre. Now, as you celebrate the
4oth anniversary of New Dawn, may
you see how God’s hand has been
leading you and has blessed your
work. We will continue to pray for

you.

Jesus said that whatever we did
to the least of these, His brothers and
sisters, we have done it unto Him
(Matthew 25:40). As the work of the
New Dawn Centre has been, so may it
continue to be a service to God. The
Apostle Paul writes in Colossians 3:17,
“And whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” This is our prayer for

you! May God continue to bless your

ministry. To God be the glory!
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You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor.
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